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Health & Safety Consultants Registration 
Scheme. 

A voluntary registration scheme for health & safety 
consultants is expected to be in place by early 2011. 

The scheme will be operated by the Health & Safety 
Executive with the intention of assisting employers to 
identify consultants who have the necessary 
competencies & qualifications to assist & advise them 
adequately. 

It is expected that registered consultants will be 
required to demonstrate their competence through 
membership of recognised professional bodies such as 
the Institute of Occupational Safety and Health (IOSH) 
and the International Institute of Risk and Safety 
Management (IIRSM) as well as evidence that they 
have maintained Continuing Professional Development 
during their career. 

Such a scheme has been in discussion for some time 
now, but has gathered pace since the recently-formed 
government turned the spotlight on the health & safety 
industry, and the poor public perception created by 
some over-cautious practitioners.  

Comment: Essential Safety welcomes this scheme and 
will of course participate fully with any national 
accreditation or registration process to demonstrate 
that our Consultants are competent & qualified to 
provide advice & guidance in their specialist field. 

 
New Standards for Scaffolding in the UK 

From 1 January 2011 the Health & Safety Executive will 
no longer recognise the British Standard BS5973:1993 
as a standard for the design of tube-and-fitting 
scaffolding structures. 

From next year, all scaffolds will need to be built in 
accordance with the European standard BS EN12811-
1:2003.  

According to the National Access & Scaffolding 
Confederation (NASC), the British Standards Institution 
(BSI) decided to withdraw BS5973:1993 as it contains 
conflicting information with the 2003 European 
standard. 

NASC envisages that all its members will be working to 
the new guidance by the end of 2010. 

 

Five Companies Fined a Total of £9.5m 
following Buncefield Disaster 

Five organizations have been fined a 
total of £9.5m for their part in a series 
of failings which led to the largest 
peacetime explosion in the UK. 

The fire & explosion at the Buncefield 
Oil Storage Depot in 2005 measured 
2.4 on the Richter scale and is 

estimated to have caused more than £1 billion worth of 
damage. Although 46 people were injured, incredibly, 
there were no fatalities, mainly due to the fact that the 
explosion occurred in the early hours of a Sunday 
morning. 

The fire has also required a 5-year clean- up operation, 
and has left the local area with an environmental legacy 
for years to come.  

The record fines followed the most extensive joint 
investigation & prosecution ever by the Health & Safety 
Executive and the Environment Agency. 

 
How Safe is your Lift? 

Two recent prosecutions – one as a result of a fatality 
of a member of the public – have highlighted the 
importance of ensuring that lifts are adequately 
maintained & inspected. 

In the first case, a Health Club and its lift maintenance 
company shared a £750,000 penalty when a passenger 
lift suddenly fell, killing a member of the public. 

In the 2
nd

 case a food store was fined over £38,000 for 
failing to adequately maintain & inspect a goods lift 
which seriously injured an employee. 

Essential Advice: Make sure that your lift is regularly 
serviced by a competent lift maintenance company 
AND subjected to “thorough examination” in 
accordance with the Lifting Operations and Lifting 
Equipment Regulations 1999 (LOLER) – This is usually 
carried out by an engineer appointed by your insurer. 

Thorough examinations should be carried out every 12 
months on goods lifts and every 6 months on 
passenger lifts. Take note of any recommendations on 
the report and arrange for the necessary remedial 
works to be carried out. 
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Work-Related Fatalities Down 

Provisional figures for the period between 1 April 2009 
and 31 March 2010 indicate that number of people 
killed at work in Britain fell to an all time low of 151 in 
2009/2010 – down from 178 the previous year, and 31 
per cent lower than the average figure for the last five 
years.  

This reduction has been viewed by many as tangible 
evidence that the UK remains one of the safest places 
in the world to work. 

Agriculture and construction remain the most 
dangerous industries with 41 fatalities on construction 
sites and 38 farm workers losing their lives last year. 

Although the number of work-related deaths is down, 
each of these fatalities is of course a tragedy in its own 
right and these figures are a stark reminder to all 
employers of the need to continually monitor & control 
safety within their workplace. 

 

How to Read a Material Safety Data Sheet  

Manufacturers and suppliers are legally obliged to 
provide information regarding the hazardous nature of 
any substances they supply. Commonly referred to as 
Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS), this information 
must follow a standard format under a series of 
different headings.  

Whilst MSDS's provide important information about a 
substance they DO NOT assess the risks. However, the 
information contained within the MSDS is a vital part of 
any COSHH Assessment. 

During the course of our work on behalf of our Clients, 
we see MSDS’s of varying quality & detail – Some very 
good, and some not so good! And manufacturers do 
not always make it easy to realistically assess the risks 
from the use of their substance. We recently came 
across one that recommended a full face visor and 
overalls when applying floor paint! Of course, with a 
little judicious investigation of the material in question, 
we were able to recommend more appropriate controls 
for our Client – saving them time & money! 
Unfortunately, manufacturers can be as guilty as the 
next person of an over-cautious approach to controls in 
the workplace. 

Even with the better examples, finding the important 
information within an MSDS is often a task in itself – 
and that’s before we can get round to assessing the 
risks! 

 

We have therefore included below our popular “How 
to Read a Material Safety Data Sheet” guidance, which 
we hope will help you to find the information you need 
to carry out your COSHH Assessments:-  

Section 1   Details of the manufacturer – Useful 
if further information is required. 

Section 2   Composition/Ingredients – List of 
ingredients. 

Section 3   Hazards - Identifies the hazards of 
each individual ingredient – Good MSDS’s will often 
include warning signs here. 

Section 4   First Aid Measures - Ensure you read 
this section in case of emergency. 

  Section 5   Fire Fighting Measures - Will specify 
which fire extinguishers can used with the substance 
and, equally importantly, those which cannot. 

Section 6  Accidental Release Measures – 
Procedures to be followed in the event of spillages. 

Section 7  Handling & Storage – Important 
information when deciding how to store and for how 
long. 

Section 8  Exposure Controls & Personal 
Protection - will indicate if any of the ingredients are 
assigned a Workplace Exposure Limit. Also provides 
important information regarding the type AND 
SPECIFICATION of PPE to be used. 

Section 9  Physical & Chemical Properties -
check the state specified on the sheet compared to the 
substance being used.  It may be that you are using a 
powder and the data sheet is for a liquid.  If so, the 
controls may be different. 

Section 10  Stability & Reactivity – Important 
when considering storage arrangements. 

Section 11  Toxicological Information – How 
toxic is the substance? What are the harmful effects? 

Section 12  Ecological Information – Is the 
substance harmful to the environment?  

Section 13  Disposal Considerations – Is waste 
containing the substance controlled? How should you 
dispose of it? 

Section 14  Transport Information – Are any 
special transport arrangements required? 

Section 15  Regulatory Information – The Risk & 
Safety Phrases for the substance. 

Section 16  Other Information – Any other 
information regarding the hazardous properties of the 
substance. 

 

 

  


